
 
  † PRAYER CONCERNS †   

 For all our sick and shut-ins, as well as our troops. For all who have died and all 
members of St. Mary’s & St. Thomas. For Prayer Chain requests please call Cathy 
Kennedy at 644 5073.  

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE! 

being a part of this 
ministry of life! 
 
 
HAM Dinner News:  
There are a number of 
ways that you can 
contribute to the 
success of this years 
Ham Dinner as our 
parish community once 
again comes together to 
make our Ham Dinner a 
worthwhile endeavor. 
Sign-up sheets are now 
available. 
Ham Dinner News:  
Final preparations are 
being made for our 
Ham Dinner. There are 
still a number of ways 
you can contribute. Sign
-up sheets are still 
available. If you have 
any questions please 
call the parish office. 
 
 
 
 

        Feb 4 & 5, 2023  The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
†Eucharistic Adoration†         Wednesday mornings after 8:00 am  Mass 
Reconciliation                           Wednesday’s after Mass/Saturday’s 6-6:20 pm 
 
Saint Francis Xavier School Calcutta Friday, Feb 10 Hampton Inn, Colchester • 6 - 
10 pm St. Francis Xavier School’s Home & School Association is thrilled to 
announce the return of its in-person Calcutta and Silent Auction. Tickets are $100. 
This includes one Calcutta ball, A delicious dinner for two, and the chance to bid on 
some fantastic auction items including a 55” Samsung TV, a kayak and tons of gift 
cards to area restaurants. Tickets are available at: sfxhomeandschool.org/calcutta-
balls. 
 
Stewardship Committee: We are looking for individuals to join the  
Stewardship Committee which assists with maintenance and facility needs. 
 If interested please call the office . Thank You! 
 
 
          Second collection this weekend will be for our Maintenance fund 
 
                    Thank you for supporting the Cambridge Food Shelf ! 

READINGS FOR  
THE WEEK 

 
 

Feb 6 
Gn 1:1-19 
Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 & 
12, 24 & 35c 
Mk 6:53-56 
 

Feb 7 
Gn 1:20—2:4a 
Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
Mk 7:1-13 
 

Feb 8 
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17 
Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc
-30 
Mk 7:14-23 
 

Feb 9 
Gn 2:18-25 
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
Mk 7:24-30 
 

Feb 10 
Gn 3:1-8 
Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 
Mk 7:31-37 
 

Feb 11 
Gn 3:9-24 
Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-
13 
Mk 8:1-10 
 

Feb 12 
Sir 15:15-20 
Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 
33-34 
1 Cor 2:6-10 
Mt 5:17-37  

 
Feast of Saint Josephine Bakhita- February 8 

February 8 is the International Day of Prayer and Awareness against Human Trafficking. Human trafficking has 
become a growing problem in the United States. 
Josephine Bakhita is the Patron Saint of Human Trafficking. She is a shining ray of hope for human trafficking 
victims and an inspirational demonstration of how a victim can recover from their trauma to become whole again. Her 
story is noteworthy. She is a Catholic saint, and her story can serve as an inspiration to all. 
Josephine Bakhita was born around 1869 in Sudan. She had brothers, sisters, and loving parents. When Bakhita was 
seven or eight, Arab slave traders kidnapped and trafficked her into slavery. She was sold multiple times over. Her 
slave name was Bakhita, Arabic for lucky or fortunate. After the years of trauma that she endured, she did not 
remember the name her parents had given her and went by Bakhita from then on. This ironic new name did not 
describe the brutal and humiliating treatment Bakhita received on a daily basis. It does, however, foretell and describe 
her later life.  
Bakhita lived and worked in various locations in Africa until an Italian consul bought her and moved his family back 
to their hometown of Schio, Italy. Bakhita became a nursemaid for her new family, and she and her young charge 
lived at the convent run by the Canossian Sisters in Venice.  
Bakhita wished to stay in Italy when her owners readied for relocation. The Sisters went to court on her behalf and 
helped her obtain her freedom. For the rest of her life, Bakhita remained in Italy and lived as a free woman. Bakhita 
converted to Christianity, was baptized and confirmed in 1890. Josephine was her confirmation name. She became a 
Canossian nun in December 1896 and remained at the convent for another 42 years.   
Despite the terrible things she had endured, Bakhita dedicated the rest of her life to serving God, her fellow sisters, 
and mankind; she was a much beloved, respected member of her community. Children and adults alike flocked to her, 
enjoying her good heart, good nature, good works, and her love of people.  
Although Bakhita never learned to read and write, she became well versed in scripture and told her astounding 
biography. She passed away on February 8, 1947. 
Pope John Paul II canonized Josephine Bakhita in 2000. In 2015, her feast day became the first international day for 
prayer and reflection on human trafficking. In 2019, Pope Francis drew attention to the scourge of human trafficking 
on Saint Bakhita’s feast day and called upon government leaders worldwide to intervene and stop the trafficking of 
persons. The Pope prayed to Saint Bakhita and asked that she intercede and assist trafficking victims. 
Despite the trauma that Bakhita endured, she was able to find direction and value in her life, which can serve as an 
example and a solace to all who suffer, especially those who have been exploited. Faith can be an important 
component in the road to recovery for many survivors, as was the case for Bakhita. Her own story, in turn, can serve 
as a balm for others. 
 
St. Thomas Parish (Underhill Center) is excited to announce that we will be hosting a Calcutta Night on March 17, 
2023 at the Catamount Country Club.   It will be a lively and entertaining evening with a chance to win many prizes, 
including a $2,000 Cash Grand Prize.  Only 100 balls are sold for the chance to win the grand prize!!   The price of a 
ball is $130 which includes a buffet dinner for two featuring marinated chicken breast, baked ziti, salad, bread and 
veggies. A seasoned MC will lead the event to keep the fun and excitement moving.  There will also be a silent 
auction, a cash bar, and other fun events during the event. The doors open at 5:00 PM with dinner at 6:00 PM, 
concluding about 9:30 PM. To purchase a ball and two dinners, see us after  
Mass at St. Thomas or send an email to StThomasvtCalcutta@gmail.com.    
For more information visit www.stthomasvt.com.    
 
  
         
             PRAY THE HOLY ROSARY EVERY DAY! 
                Jesus is coming back! Are you ready? 
               
 

Offertory Receipts for 1/28 & 29 
FY23 Weekly Goal: $1,098 

  
Last Week = $            1009.00 
YTD Actual = $          32080.86 
YTD Budget  = $          32940.00 
Over (Under) = $            (859.14) 
  

Mass  Times and Intentions  
Week of  Feb 4 & 5 
Saturday        6:30 pm  For the repose of the soul of Madeleine Lamb 
Sunday         10:30 am  In memory of Catherine Perry 
Monday         6:30 pm    For the parishioners of St. Mary’s and St. Thomas 
Tuesday          6:30 pm Mass at St. Thomas             
Wednesday    8:00 am Mass  
Thursday        *******   
Friday            8:00 am  Mass at St. Thomas 
                                                                                       
Week of Feb 11 & 12 
Saturday       6:30 pm No Intention   
Sunday        10:30 am For our faithful priests  
                                             
                                                                                                                                             
                  Join us as we recite the Holy Rosary every Saturday evening at 6 pm  

and Sunday morning at 10 am. 
                          
 

mailto:StThomasvtCalcutta@gmail.com.
http://www.stthomasvt.com.

